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II. THE STATE’S PUNISHMENT CASE The rape and murder of Stites was hardly 


Reed’s first or last foray against women. 


First was Connie York, a nineteen-year-old who had come home late one evening 
after swimming with friends. 57.RR.34-35. York was grabbed from behind and told 
“don’t scream or I'll hurt you.” 57.RR.35-36. When York did not listen, she was 8 
repeatedly struck, dragged to her bedroom, and raped multiple times. 57.RR.37-42. 


Reed was interviewed, and, while he admitted that he knew York from high school, 
he denied raping her. 57.RR.123-24. 


When confronted with a search warrant for biological samples, Reed had an about- 
face, “Yeah, I had sex with her, she wanted it.” 57.RR.138. The case went to trial four 
years later, 57.RR.30, 60, and Reed was acquitted, 57.RR.61. 


Next was A.W., a twelve-year-old girl, who was home alone, having fallen asleep on a 
couch after watching TV. 58.RR.36-42. A.W. awoke when someone began pushing 
her face into the couch and had blindfolded and gagged her. 58.RR.42-43. 


She was repeatedly hit in the head, called vulgar names, and orally, vaginally, and 
anally raped. 58.RR.43-49. 


The foreign DNA from A.W.’s rape kit was compared to Reed; Reed was not excluded 
and only one in 5.5 billion people would have the same foreign DNA profile from 
A.W.’s rape kit. 58.RR.51, 92; 61.RR.26. 


Then came Lucy Eipper, who Reed had met in high school, and whom Reed began to 
date after her graduation. 59.RR.10-12. Eipper had two children with Reed. 
59.RR.13-14, 19-20 Throughout their relationship, Reed physically abused Eipper, 
including while she was pregnant, and raped her “all the time,” including one time in 
front of their two children. 59.RR.14-17, 21, 25-32. 


Afterwards, Reed began dating Caroline Rivas, an intellectually disabled woman. 
60.RR.39-41. Rivas’s caseworker noticed bruises on Rivas’s body and, when asked 
about them, Rivas admitted that Reed would hurt her if she would not have sex with 
him. 60.RR.41, 61.9 


Later, Rivas’s caseworker noticed that Rivas was walking oddly and sat down 
gingerly. 60.RR.43. Rivas admitted that Reed had, the prior evening, hit her, called 
her vulgar names, and anally raped her. 60.RR.44, 63-65. 


The samples from Rivas’s rape kit provided the link to Stites’s murder. 60.RR.89-90. 


Shortly thereafter, and about six months before Stites’s murder, Reed raped Vivian 
Harbottle underneath a train trestle as she was walking home. 59.RR.87-92. When 
she pleaded for her life for the sake of her children, Reed laughed at her. 59.RR.94. 


The foreign DNA from Harbottle’s rape kit was compared to Reed; he could not be 
excluded, and only one person in 5.5 billion would be expected to have the same 
foreign DNA profile. 59.RR.95, 113-14; 61.RR.26. 


Finally, and about six months after Stites’s murder, Reed convinced nineteen-year- 
old Linda Schlueter to give him a ride home at about 3:30 a.m. 61.RR.10, 37-47. 
Reed led her to a remote area and then attacked her. 61.RR.47-58. After a prolonged 
struggle, Schlueter asked Reed what he wanted and Reed responded, “I want a blow 
job.” 61.RR.60. When Schlueter told Reed that “you will have to kill me before you 
get anything,” Reed stated “I guess I'll have to kill you then.” 61.RR.60. 


Before Schlueter could be raped, a car drove by and Reed fled. 61.RR.62-64. 


